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lights of working at 
Avila has been the 
atmosphere of col- 
laboration — the 
friendliness of fel- 
low faculty and 

^ IjjfrL Bill Sr. Mary says 

she will miss die 
M M classnxim most of 

fi g m all: “Watching what 

In; ] . - '.'.hen I a 4. 
a question — and 
tiien seeing what 
^ happens when a 
photo by Brian Stuckey student asks a ques- 
tion that whips die 
rug right out from under me." 
There may be opportunides for 
Sr. Mary to return and teach 
some weekend classes if sched- 
uling problems can be worked 
out. 

But one dream will have to 
wait. Sr. Mary wanted Avila 
students to have an internation- 
al theology experience, com- 
plete widi hands-on travel and 
study in Mexico or Central 
America. 

Carol Cobum, chair of die 
humanities department, heaped 
praise on Sr. Mary: “Mary will 
be missed by die humanities 
department and the many stu- 
dents who have taken her theol- 
ogy courses over the last six 
years. Her background and 
experience in Latin American 
studies provided an added 
dimension and expertise diat 
enriched the theology program 
and the college community.” 



by SHERI G. PORTER 



Finals week begins Dec. 15 and lasts until Dec. 19. Do not forget to 
set your alarm and check when your final time is! See page 11 for 
the finals schedule. 



Features lulitnr 



There will be a noticeable hole 
in Avila’s faculty next semester 
when Sister Mary McGlone, 
CSJ, assistant professor of die- 
ology, tikes her considerable 
talent to St. Louis. 

She has been elected by the 
Sisters of St. Joseph to serve a 
four-year term on their leader- 
ship team. 

The five-person team is 
responsible for implementing 
and carrying out the long-range 
plans of their international 
chapter. 

“I’m not looking forward to 
leaving here,” Sr. Mary said, 
“but 1 am looking forward to 
what I will be doing there.” 
Home base for Sr. Mary’s new 
assignment will be St. Louis, 
but her responsibilities will 
require much travel, something 
she considers a bonus. 

Sisters of St. Joseph is com- 
posed of seven international 
provinces stretching across the 
globe from Japan to Chili. 

Sr. Mary is hopeful that her 
new duties will allow her to 
share her passion for interna- 
tional solidarity — the realiza- 
tion that we are all connected. 
Sr. Mary came to Kansas City 
in 1991 and intentionally took 
up residence in the central city. 
“Kansas City is one of the best 
places I’ve ever lived,” she 
said, adding it reminds her of 
her Denver roots. 



Saturday, Dec. 7, is die traditional Christmas Concert in Goppert 

Admission is free, and Cocoa & 



Theatre. The show begins at 4 p 
Carols will follow die show. The lights on die quad will be turned 
on as well. 



going to 
miss her a 
lot. She’s a 
wonderful 
person, a 
great 
teacher 
and schol- 
ar — but the 
diing I’ll miss die most is her 
sense of humor,” said Nancy 
Cervetu, assistant professor of 
English. 

Kelly Turner, a senior corpo- 
rate communication major said, 
“I’ve never met anyone so 
devoted to dieir work — Latin 
American studies arc not just 
her job, diey are her passion.” 

Senior Delaina Renfro agreed. 
“She is an amazing person. 
She’s been so many places and 
helped so many people.” 

Laura Harris, senior and editor 
of The Talon, has experienced 
Sr. Mary’s compassion first 
hand. “She is dreless in her 
devoUon to everyone. She had- 
n’t had me in class for over a 
year when she came to my 
dad’s funeral,” Harris said. 

And what will Sr. Mary miss 
the most when she heads cast? 
Avila’s people. 

She said that one of die high- 



Multi-cnltural Committee Poster Contest 



The Multi-cultural Committee is sponsoring a poster design contest 
foi Harmony Week ’9S. The winning poster will be reproduced and 

:;unpus and in die community. 



used to promote Harmony Week on 
All entries need to be signed by die artist. The deadline for entries is 
J;m. 23, 1998. Submit entries to Barb Remsburg in Marian Center. 



$30,000 has been set aside for Capital Purchases in die 1997-98 fis- 
cal year. The allotment is available for any campus enuty, be it indi- 
viduals, departments, offices or organizations. Capital Purchases are 
defined as tangible items such as equipment or furniture dial would 
cost more than $1,000 and have a life span of at least 12 mondis. 

special task force appointed by 



Requests will be reviewed by 
President Kramer dial will be comprised ol two students, two facul- 
ty and two staff members. All requests must be written. See Rey 
Mata in die Student Affairs Office of Marian Center for more infor- 
madon. All ideas, assessment of campus needs, assistance and input 
are welcomed. This is a chance to make some great improvements 
on die Avila campus. 



spring 1998 Semester begins on Jan. 20. The residence halls open 
on Jan. 18 at 1 p.m. The first meal served is dinner. 



Sunday, Dec. 14, dierc will be a Mass in the chapel at 10 p.m. 
Immediately after Mass, breakfast is served in the dining hall. Come 
pray for success on finals and enjoy a meal! The meal is free to all 
students. 



Wanted: Donations of blankets, coats or anydiing else to help the 
homeless keep warm. Drop off donations in Dallavis or Marian 
Center by Dec. 10. All donations will be taken direedy to the home- 
less on Dec. 14. All students are welcome to come; meet in front of 
Dallavis Center at noon on Sunday, Dec. 14. 



at The University ot Missouri at 
Kansas City. This allows her to 
compete at Texas Tech on 
March 20-23. 

In the individual rankings 
Turner is sixdi. “Competing in 
the Gateway Tournament was 
almost as big as Nationals,” 
Turner said. “We hope that we 
cat do as well in Texas as we 
did in St. Louis.” 

Harmon also placed first while 
she was at Pittsburgh State on 
Nov. 14-15. She and her partner 
helped Longview reach quarter- 
finals. 

“Avila’s students have shown 
superior talent in this area — 
maybe sometime Avila will be 
able to have a program of their 
own,” Hughes said. 



mitted his entry and took fifth 
place in Television 
Broadcasting with die video, 
Psycho Video. He also was 
entered into a tournament at 
Webster University in St. Louis 
where he received dtird place. 

“If I had known dial I was 
going to do so well I would 
have tried a lot harder,” Boyer 
said, “1 didn’t spend much time 
on diis at all.” 

“This is die first time for a win 
in this area,” Hughes said. “He 
is an excellent representadve of 
the quality of Avila’s broad- 
casting program and just what 
students are capable of.” 

Turner qualified for the 
National Parliamentary Debate 
Association National Tournament 



by GINNY GOEBEI 



tiler 



Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol runs at die Missouri Repertory 
Theatre until Dec. 28. The show is staged at Spencer Theatre, Center 
for die Performing Arts, on die University of Missouri-Kansas City 
campus. 4949 Cherry St. Tickets range from $19-536; $15 for youth 
tickets. Call die Central Ticket Office at (816) 235-2700 for more 
information. 



Avila students Seth Boyer, 
Kelly Turner and Kyli Harmon 
are off to a great start diis year, 
making a name for not only 
diemselves but also for Avila 
College. Boyer and Turner, 
communication majors, entered 
the 12th Annual Gateway 
Tournament, hosted by die 
University of Missouri at Sl 
L ouis. 

The Avila students were invit- 
ed by Avila adjunct communi- 
cation faculty and Longview 
College debate and forensics 
coach, Tim Hughes, to accom- 
pany die Longview team. 

Boyer did not attend, but sub- 



The Federal Trade Commission and die U.S. Postal Inspecdon 
Service offer some suggestions on how not be be scammed by mail 
during die Christinas season. Never pay for a free gift. Never pay an 
up front fee for a prize or contest and never use a private courier to 
send payments. Additionally, remember that die federal government 
does not solicit. Keep all document transacdons, and do not provide 
a credit card or bank account number. If you diink you have been 
scammed, contact your local postmaster or call die toll-free Postal 
Crime Hotline at 1-800-654-8896. 
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Hearts Out to the Homeless 



In LAURA K. HARRIS 

Eilitor-in-Chief 

Whal do you do with your 
blankets when you wake up in 
the morning? Do you leave 
them on the fl(x>r or make your 
bed? Or do you hide them, 
because if you do not someone 
will steal them and when you 
fall asleep on die street dial 
night you may free/e to death? 
Believe it or not, dial is what a 
group of homeless men told 
communication students Lori 
Gibson and Kevin Blackmore. 
As a final project for their class 
Introduction to Media 
Production, they shot a docu- 
mentary about the homeless. 
But in doing so, they found out 
diings they could not imagine. 
And that has spurred them into 
action. 

Their eye-opening experience 
led Gibson and Blackmore to 
organize “Hearts Out to die 
Homeless.” This is a donation 
drive dial strives to gadier blan- 
kets, coats, hats ;md whatever 
else may keep people warm. 
They also will collect food, but 
not die typical canned food of 
food drives. 

“We don’t want canned goods, 
because, I mean, how are diese 



people going to open it and pre- 
pare it?” Blackmore said. 
Instead, die duo is looking for 
foods not needing any prepara- 
don, such as granola bars, fruit 
roll-ups, snack packs of crack- 
ers and pop-tarts. These are 
gixxls dial can be stuffed into 
pockets and taken wherever 
diere is a warm space. 

Gibson and Blackmore spent 
an entire day filming die lives 
of die homeless for dieir video 
project. The Kansas City Public 
Library is a favorite hang-out of 
many homeless, because they 
can sit diere all day in die 
wanndi and no one can kick 
them out. 

Eveu though diere are shelters, 
diere is only so much space. 
The men told Gibson and 
Blackmore about “Pappy,” a 
60-year-oid man. 

One night. Pappy was pale and 
shaken. He had gone die enure 
day without fixxl. The men took 
him to a shelter to ask if he 
could lake a shower to raise his 
body temperature, but not 
spend die night. The shelter 
said diey were filled to capacity 
and refused. Pappy froze to 
death diat night. 

“If we can do somediing to 
help these people get through 



one night then we have done 
somediing for diein,” Gibson 
said. “It’s heartbreaking. I don’t 
diink anyone can even imagine 
it.” 

The men showed Gibson and 
Blackmore where they slept; 
behind ;uid even in dumpsters, 
in a parking garage, or wherev- 
er diere is spaee. 

Fixxl and blankets can be 
dropped off in Dallavis or 
Marian Center. Cash donations 
will be accepted at die library 
behind die circulation desk. All 
money received will be used to 
buy blankets or food. No 
money will go direedy to the 
homeless. 

Gibson and Blackmore need 
all donations by Dec. 10 so dial 
they may be distributed on Dec. 
14. 

The donadons will lie given 
direedy to die homeless at die 
Kansas City Public Library. All 
students are welcome to come. 
Meet at Dallavis Center at noon 
on Dec. 14. 

“I always felt homeless people 
were making a choice. They 
aren’t — they tire in a Catch-22 
situation They ain’t go to work 
without cars, and they ain't get 
a car widiout work. These peo- 
ple need our help,” Gibson said. 



Women’s Studies 
Minor Experiences 
Growth 



by JOY JACOBS 

Sports Editor 

Nancy Cervetd, assistant pro- 
fessor of English and director of 
Women’s Studies, is pleased to 
note dial there has been an 
increase in students pursuing a 
minor in die Women’s Studies 
program. 

“We now have 18 Women’s 
Studies minors and two of them 
are males,” Cervclli said. “1 am 
very proud of diis beaiuse die 
program has come a long way 
since it first began." 

The Women’s Studies minor is 
a multidisciplinary program. Its 
aim is to heighten awareness of 
women’s rich history and cul- 
ture, and to develop in students 
an understanding of women’s 
contemporary status wilh a con- 
sideration of dieir future poten- 
tial. 

The program was established 
in 1966 and approved as a 
minor in 1971. 

It is a program built on tradi- 
tion throughout the years. 
Courses emphasize women’s 



intellectual and creadve contri- 
buUons while showing sensitiv- 
ity to women’s concerns, as 
well as providing understanding 
and insight into race, class, sex- 
uality and edinic differences. 

“I chose to be a women’s stud- 
ies minor because die credits 
crosscd-over widi certain 
requirements dial I needed for 
graduadon. I enjoy learning 
about die understanding of 
women’s experiences of living 
and working around diis diverse 
world," political science major 
Angela Hasty said. 

A Women's Studies minor 
requires 18 credit hours. Most 
courses are cross-listed in die 
humanities and die social sci- 
ences areas. 

“That is what is so significant 
about die program,” Cervetu 
said. “It offers course work that 
crosses over widi die communi- 
cation intensive requirements. 
It is ;ui interdisciplinary pro- 
gram dial provides a perspec- 
tive dial students may have not 
known diev had.” 



Residence Life Cinema 



Sister Marie Makes the Call Becomes Reality 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 

When snow is predicted dur- 
ing die night, many go to bed 
widi visions of snowflakes and 
school closings in dieir heads. 
But die real issue is finding out 
if diere are elasses die next day. 

Sr. Marie Joan Harris, vice- 
president and dean of Academic 
Affairs, is die person who 
decides if sclxxil will be held. If 
snow is predicted, she has an 
early start die next day. “I get 
up about 5 a.in. and look out 
and get a sense if traffic is 
moving or not,” Sr. Marie said. 
“Then I start to see who is can- 
celing.” 

If weadicr condiuons are bad 
enough to cancel classes, Sr. 
Marie calls a central number 
and idendfies Avila College 
through a secret password. 
Then, die service faxes all die 



WDAF TV -4 
KCTV TV-5 
KMBC TV -9 
KSHB TV -41 
WDAF 6 10- AM 



school closings to local area 
radio and TV stadons. 

There is another way for stu- 
dents to find out if classes are in 
session. 

Sr. Marie is able to call from 
her home and change die outgo- 
ing message when die main col- 
lege number is dialed. If classes 
me indeed atnccled, die mes- 
sage will state diat school will 
be canceled today because of 
the weather. The decision 
regarding night classes is typi- 
cally made by 3 p.m. 

When making die decision of 
holding classes or not, Sr. 
Marie asks herself a simple 
quesdon. “Can you get here if 
you take your dme and drive 
carefully?” If die answer is yes, 
classes are held. 

Sr. Marie stated that college is 
preparing students for the work- 
ing world, so she tries to hold 
die school to die same stan- 



KPRS 103.3-FM 
KQRC 98.9-FM 
KCMO 8 10- AM 
KFKF 94.1-FM 
KCUR 89.3-FM 



thirds. And ultimately, die final 
decision is up to die student. 

“You really have to use your 
judgment on your skills driving 
in snow and die conditions 
where you live,” Sr. Marie said. 
She also tells evening instruc- 
tors to use dieir common sense 
raid discretion. If it Uxiks as 
though die conditions are get- 
ting worse, let die students out 
early. 

Sr. Marie has a secret weapon. 
Mark Seelbinder, an associate 
science professor, is involved in 
meteorology. Whenever a 
storm is predicted, Sr. Marie 
calls Seelbinder and asks him to 
begin tracking the storm. 

When TV and radio stations 
are saying the storm is heading 
straight toward us, Seelbinder 
tells Sr. Marie if he thinks die 
storm will miss us. “And he has 
been right every single time,” 
Sr. Marie said. 



KUDL 98.1-FM 
KYYS 102.1-FM 
KBEQ 104.3-FM 
KMBZ 980- AM 
KISF 107.3-FM 



by ROBIN SMITH Remsburg said. 

Staff Writer In previous years, die Student 

Union Board used die film bud- 
Avila College lias somediing get to purchase videos from a 
new to lixik forward to diis company. The payment was 

month. It is somediing 200 $300-$400 per film. “We had 
odier schools have been able to diminishing returns because 
enjoy for some time. only 10 people would show up 

Now, due to die Student Union to sec die films,” Remsburg 
Board, communication program said. The Student Union Board 
and others, Avila students will purchased a diree-yair contract 
enjoy Residence Life Cinema. widi Residence Life Cinema 
The Residence Life Cinema is that provided some of the 
a variety of 12 movies, drama equipment needed, such as four 
series, aid diree-five minute VCRs. 

clips diat will be shown on “We wait to reach die corn- 
channel 7 as well as ATV each muter population as well,” 
month. Remsburg said. “Therefore, die 

Each month, die Student Residence Life Cinema will be 
Union Board will pick die in the snack ba, Mariai 
movies widi a member of die Lounge and die residence halls, 
faculty, RAs aid student RHA. The staff ae plaining when die 
‘We re looking at a better way channel will be going live and 
to reach die audience,” when it will end. I diink diis is a 
Residence Hall Director Bab project diat will go very well.” 

Christmas Concert Serves Cocoa 
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Sunday, December 7, 4 p.m. 
Goppert Theatre 
Free Admission 
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by LISA POULIN 

Staff Writer 

“I didn’t even know Avila had 
a choir.” This was a common 
response from students when 
asked if they knew someone in 
the choir. Yes, Avila has not 
only a choir, but the Avila 
College Singers. 

The Avila College Singers is 
made up of alumni, students, 
and friends of the college. 

The choir rehearses two dmes 
a week during the semester. 
There are absolutely no audi- 
tions, and, as director John 
Rudzinski said, “We are always 
looking for new members.” 



Every year, Avila College 
Singers put on a Christmas pro- 
gram, and diis year they also 
performed in the show 
Broadway Babies. 

The Christmas program will 
be highlighdng the traditional 
Christmas story. 

There will be carols, readings 
from scripture and poetry read 
by faculty, staff and students. 
The audience joins in on the 
carols. 

This program will be held Dec. 
7 at 4 p.m. in Goppert Theater. 
Admission is free. Following 
the concert, cocoa and cookies 
will be served, topped off with a 
campus tree lighting. 
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International Student 
Spotlight 

A Road Less Traveled 



by JENNIFER HOMEDALE 

Contributing Writer 

Yujiro Yamamoto, an Avila 
sophomore, has been in Kansas 
City since August 1996. Earlier 
trips to the United States left 
him with so many good memo- 
ries he decided to attend Avila 
to pursue his- communication 
degree. Yuji, as he is called by 
his friends in America, wants to 
be a newspaper or magazine 
writer. He hopes to improve his 
English for his interviewing 
skills and recognizes that travel 
and hands-on learning will 
broaden his experiences and 
enhance his writing. At home in 
Japan, he was a contributing 
writer for a local paper. 

While Yuji trekked across die 
globe, he held many different 
jobs. He sits up proudly as he 
lisLs his previous professions. “I 
was a carpenter, a farmer, a 
hotel manager and a cook — 1 
actually made computer chips 
for a while,” Yuji said. 

He has the laughing eyes of a 
child, but his eyes cannot hide 
the experience he has gained 
from years of travel. Yuji’s first 
stop in America was New 
Orleans, where he picked up an 
interest in jazz. Then his taste 
for adventure took him zigzag- 
ging across diis country. He 
rode his bicycle from Los 
Angeles to Seattle. 

“From there, 1 wanted to go to 
Alaska and see die Aurora 
Borealis, but I changed my 
mind," he said. 

Instead, Yuji Kx)k a three-day 
bus trip to New York City. He 
has seen many sides, good and 
bad, of die United States. While 
living in New York, he worked 
in a Chinese restaurant As he 
reflects on the racism that is so 
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deeply imbedded in our society, 
he tells about a white customer 
that came into the restaurant. 

“The white man said to the 
Chinese owner, ‘You come 
over here’ and pointed to his 
shoulder. ‘You arc just a mon- 
key.' It made me very angry,” 
Yuji said. 

On the other hand, Yuji said 
that he lias rarely been discrim- 
inated against personally. He 
attributes the racism to the tur- 
bulent mixing of so many dif- 
ferent people. 

After Yuji left New York, he 
went to Panama, Colombia, 
Bolivia and finally Mexico 
City. He managed a hotel there 
for a year. “I’ve got a lot of 
good stories 1 can write about,” 
he said, adding he loves the 
excitement of America 

Yuji enjoys Avila, although 
tilts small quiet school seems an 
unlikely place for a free spirit 
with an itch for traveling. When 
he finishes school, Yuji plans 
on reluming to Japan to contin- 
ue his writing. 



WANTED!! 

Female roommate to share new south Kansas 
City home. Located 5 minutes from Avila cam- 
pus. If interested call Melissa at 943-6301 



Where Will They Go 
For the Holidays? 



by SATOM1 1SHIKAWA 

Staff Writer 

There is no place like home. 
Dorothy is not the only one who 
feels that way when the 
Christmas season draws near. 

If you arc from Kansas City or 
even from another state, you do 
not need a pair of red slippers to 
carry you home in three clicks. 

Avila’s international students 
deserve such slippers. Most of 
these students are far away 
from their homes on the other 
side of the Pacific — aid many 
of them go back home every 
Christmas. 

The average air fare (economy 
class) costs aound SI, 000 to 
SI, 500. The Hying time is usu- 
ally at least 15-20 hours. 

During the flight there is noth- 
ing to do but to sleep, read or 
eat. 

The airlines feed you not-the- 
greatest microwave meals three 
to five times during the flight 
until you feel like a hog in a 
pigpen. 

Despite all of this, 16 of the 38 
international students who 
filled in the questionnaire ask- 
ing their plans for the upcoming 
winter vacation are going home 
for die holidays. Most of them 
simply wail to sec their fanily 



and friends. 

“I miss my friends and fami- 
ly,” (Li-Cheng Wang, Taiwan). 

“I want to spend time with my 
family and friends,” (Elena 
Elcsina, Russia). 

Three of the Japanese students 
(Fumiko Haa, Ryo Ikeda and 
Rcira Konuki) plan to go back 
home to attend their coming-of- 
age ceremony, a Japanese tradi- 
tional custom that celebrates 
people who have their 20th 
birthday that yea. 

Yasunori Matsuyama (Japan), 
is going home to work. “I 
thought I need to get some 
money.” 

Tsutomu Kishino, (Japan), 
said, “I want to eat Japanese 
food. That’s it.” 

Fourteen students answered 
that they plan to Pavel around 
die United States or elsewhere. 
The most popula destinations 
ae New York, Colorado, aid 
California. 

“1 plai to visit New York City, 
maybe for a couple of weeks. 
It’s a big city. I would like to 
see it,” (Shu-Wen Cheng, 
Taiwan). 

“1 have plained to go to 
Colorado for skiing,” (Jay 
Chung, Korea). 

“I’m going to Sai Francisco. 
My friends invited me,” 



(Alyana Arganistova, Russia, 
and Olga ArUnan, Ukrain). 

Maiy of die students said dial 
diey would like to sec other 
cities in the United Slates while 
diey ac studying here. 

Eight students said dial they 
will stay here over the winter 
break. 

Reasons vary from “I don’t 
want to go back,” (Ryo Suzuki, 
Japai) to “I want to study,” 
(Kaittisak Terawanich, 

Thailand; Chigusa Hirata and 
Yoshio Kyoda, Japan). 

Some prefer to experience an 
American style Christmas in 
Kansas City (Hirata and Ayako 
Kozu, Japan). 

Then diere is senior Shumin 
Kao, (Taiwan), who plans to go 
skiing for a couple of days 
before coming back to Kansas 
City to stay with her American 
family. 

“Because diis is my last 
ChrisUnas here, I would like to 
stay and watch snow. After I go 
back to Taiwan, I can never see 
snow anymore,” Kao said. 

Surprisingly, more than a half 
of die 38 international students 
said they arc not going back 
home diis ume. 

These students want to experi- 
ence somediing new and differ- 



Showcasing Spontaneity 



by KAKI DONNKLI. 

Staff Writer 

A new group is bringing life 
and excitement to the Avila 
campus. 

A number of students from the 
theater program have conjured 
up an improvisational comedy 
aedng group to showcase their 
more spontaneous sides. 

Starting in September, Bryan 
Oesterle began to gather those 
interested in the improvisation 
division of theater, and they 
have been working ever since. 
The meedngs are open to any- 
one with a remote interest in the 



aedng arena, and are every 
Friday afternoon at 2:30 p.m. 

“This is great. Now students 
have die opportunity to show 
dieir skills, even if they don’t 
have an abundance of time to 
dedicate to die dieater,” sopho- 
more Kade Gardner said. 

The students involved focus 
on fun games and aedvides to 
sharpen their expertise. Future 
plans for a performance are 
presendy in the making. 

With help from other organi- 
zadons like die Student Union 
Board, the group will be able to 
display their talents for live 
audiences here on campus. 



Content of shows will be very 
dependent on audience partici- 
padon. 

Members of die crowd will 
give suggesdons as to where a 
scene is located, and what char- 
acters they want portrayed. 

The setup is similar to local 
sports comedy bars in the 
Kansas City area, but this show 
is free. 

This is a chance for performers 
to show their humorous sides 
instead of a character diat is 
named to a script,” sophomore 
Mike Derring said. “Personally, 
it is my favorite part of aedng.” 



| ight U p the Sea son : P lac e s to 
Experience the Holiday Glo w 



by GEOFF TAUL 

Contributing Writer 

As you exhale your breadi in 
the frigid outdoors, a hazy 
cloud of warm steam appears 
just in front of your face. 

Widi the arrival of cold weath- 
er comes a fesdve Kansas City 
tradition that includes some 
excellent outdoor holiday light 
displays. 

The most famous display is at 
die Country Club Plaza. Each 
building is outlined widi lights 
of varying colors, which creates 
an ;un;i/.iiig sight. 



In addidon to the extravagant 
display are some of the city’s 
finest shops and restaurants. 

Assuming you are brave 
enough to leave the comfort of 
your heated car, a trip to the 
Plaza can be a full evening of 
dining, shopping, and observ- 
ing. 

While down in the plaza area, 
take a drive to 35th and 
Gilham. Here an endre park is 
decorated for die holidays, 
complete with a playground for 
children to enjoy. 

If you do not see die enormous 
Santa Claus in the middle of die 



park, you arc in the wrong 
place. 

Gilham Park is also in the mid- 
dle of one of Kansas City’s 
most historic neighborhoods. 
Some of the surrounding homes 
were built in the last century 
and are beautiful when illumi- 
nated by colored Christmas 
lights. This area is worth the 
drive. 

Crown Center is another area 
which displays a festive spirit 
and, like the Plaza, has odier 
activities which can be enjoyed. 
Here you will find die Mayor’s 
Christmas tree, an enormous 



evergreen elaborately decorated 
with ribbons, lights and orna- 
ments. 

Adjacent to die Mayor’s tree is 
the Crown Center ice rink. If 
you choose to be indoors, visit 
the many shops and restaurants 
located inside Crown Center. 

Anodier fantasdc place to visit 
if you are a Christmas light 
junky is Longview Farms. 

This display, known as 
ChrisUnas in the Park, is a 
drive-through experience con- 
sisting of dozens of lighted con- 
figurations. A small entry fee is 
charged. 



To get to Longview Farms 
take 1-435 east to 1-470 cast and 
exit at View High Drive. From 
View High go south, just past 
the community college, and the 
entrance will be to your right. 

There are brightly lit homes 
throughout die area; all you 
have to do is look for them. 
This holiday season, try a little 
“light finding” of your Own. 
Remember what ybu see, and 
go back next year to see if the 
display is a iradidon. 

In the process, maybe you can 
make some traditions of your 
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Christmas Memories 



Season’s Cleaning 

by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Edito r-in- Ch ief 

I will never forget the year my 
mom gave my clad a bottle of 
Pledge furniture polish and 
Glade air freshener for 
Christmas. 

While it is true that my fami- 
ly enjoys giving regular pre- 
sents, perhaps the most fun we 
have is when we give our “gag 
gills.” 

Through die years my aunt 
has given my brother rocks, he 
has given her a picture of die 
rocks — all die tradidonal holi- 
day lore. But diis year, my 
mom had a slight twist to my 
dad’s gift. 




Dad was never big on clean- 
ing, but lie wanted everydiing 
spodess. Once in a while, he 
would get in a complete clean- 
ing frenzy and clean everydiing 
he could get his hands on. One 
evening, he decided die kitchen 
was his. 

Dad wiped every surface, 
soaked die burner covers, 
scrubbed die door and base- 
boards, scrubbed die sink... you 
name it, he did it. 

When he was finished, he 
decided dial a touch of air 
freshener was needed. So he 
picked up the bottle and 
sprayed. Dad noticed dial he 
could not smell it, but he 
diougiit die boldc was new and 
kept spraying until his nose 
was filled widi die scent of 
lemon. 

photo top left: Air freshen- 
er and Furniture polish; 
can you tell the differ- 
ence? 

photo courtesy Laura Harris 

photo bottom left: Jessica 
and lestyn on the beach in 
South Wales. 

photo courtesy Jessica Brice 

photo right: The Christmas 
tree in the dorm, SMSU 
1972 

photo courtesy Sheri Porter 



Dad sat down in his chair, and 
my brother Donald wandered 
into die kitchen for a snack. As 
he strolled across the floor in 
his socks, his feet seemed to 
spin under him just like in die 
cartoons. He slid halfway 
across die kitchen and fell on 
his rear You see, Dad had 
sprayed Pledge furniture polish 
all over the floor. 

So on Christmas morning, 
Dad opened die box from 
Mom. She had placed die two 
botdes in diere, with a note on 
each. The Pledge botde said, 
“Don, THIS is furniture spray.” 
The Glade botde said, “Don, 
THIS is air freshener.” 

And to diis day, diey still sit 
on die bar in the basement, a 
reminder of how even die best 
intentions can go awry. 




Oh Christmas Tree. 

hv SHERI G. PORTER 

Features Editor 



The first time I remember see- 
ing the little table top Christmas 
tree was early in die 1960s, in 
Grandma’s apartment. 

She lived in a Uny one-room 
walk-up at 39th and Main in 
Kansas City. Every December, 
her grandchildren (diere were 
four of us) took delight in deco- 
rating her very humble home— 
a space maybe 30 feet by 30 
feet, widi a kitchen die size of a 
closet. 

The artificial tree fit her apart- 
ment perfeedy. It stands barely 
two feet tall, widi branches 
made of wire and covered widi 
dark green paper shreds. Simple 
but charming, like my grandma. 

When I went away to college 
in 1972, 1 borrowed die tree for 
my dorm room. It sparkled on 
llic window ledge after 1 
splurged and purchased a string 
of miniature lights. The tree did 
not win our residence hall con- 
test, but it got my roommate 
and me through finals and 
staved off the homesickness 
undl we could finally break for 
the holidays. 




As Christmas 1975 
approached, I was falling in 
love widi my husband. Garry 
lived in a ranch house in 
Mission, Kan,, and was so busy 
working two jobs he had not 
even given a thought to holiday 
decorations. I slipped over to 
his house one Saturday after- 
noon while he was working his 
second job as a sales clerk at die 
then-brand-new Oak Park Mall. 

I centered the Christmas tree in 
his big picture window and 
pulled die front drapes wide 
open. As dusk descended on his 
street, I pulled away from die 
curb, wondering what he would 
diink of my surprise. Garry was 
overwhelmed — we became 

engaged a few days later on 
Christmas Eve and married 
diree mondis later. 

For more than 20 years that 
same simple tree has claimed a 
spot each holiday season some- 
where in my home. Next year 
die midget tree may reign once 
more in a college dorm room, 
watching over my firstborn at 
Kansas State University. 

The miniature Christmas tree 
has no monetary value. But it 
serves as a road map dirough 
four generations of my family. 
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Contemplating Cold K.C. 



by JESSICA BRICE 

Production Manager 

Last year 1 was fortunate 
enough to spend Christmas with 
my boyfriend in Wales. It was 
my first Christmas in a foreign 
country, and it was definitely 
one to remember. Although I 
love this holiday here in die 
U.S., I found that a Welsh 
Christmas is full of tradition, 
and 1 would not trade dial expe- 
rience for anything. 

One of the first diings dial 
struck me was die size of die 
villages. lestyn lives in a small 
village in South Wales where 
everyone knows each other. It 
gave me the impression dial the 
village was one large family. 

Iestyn’s house is nesded 
between two mountains. At 
once I was welcomed into his 
home by his stepmother Pam 
and his father. It was here dial I 
learned of Welsh Christmas tra- 
didons. About a week before 
Christmas Day his family and 1 
began to decorate the house by 
putdng up cards, trimmings, 
and more notably, the tree. In 



good spirit, I also visited most 
of Iestyn’s reladvcs who could 
not wait to bombard me widi 
question alter question. The 
most frequendy asked was 
“Kansas, as in the Wizard of 
Oz?” 

Early on Christmas morning, 
lestyn and 1 went downstairs, 
and much to my surprise his 
parenls had many gifts for me. 
After I had opened my presents, 
we began to eat a traditional 
Welsh breakfast; roast beef 
sandwiches and Bucksfizz 
(champagne and orange juice). 
Soon afterward, Iestyn’s grand- 
parents arrived, and we setded 
down for a day of conversadon, 
eating, drinking and watching 
television. 

Although this does not seem 
unlike an American Christmas, 
just being there I could sense a 
deep cultural tradition that can- 
not be explained. 

Spending Christmas in Wales 
gave me the opportunity to 
expand my horizons and realize 
that the world holds much more 
than just the American way of 
life. 



by RYAN GLASGOW 

Contributing Writer 

Now diat winter has arrived, 
there are limitations on what 
people can do. Going for daily 
walks, playing golf or having an 
outdoor barbecue are no longer 
options for most people. There 
is no swimming unless it is an 
indoor pool, and it is hard to 
even go to die store without 
bundling up. Hot chocolate and 
warm soup become a frequent 
part of our diets in the cold win- 
ter months. 

So what does one do when it is 
too cold to go outside and you 
have to find entertainment 
inside, where die air slays 
toasty year round? 

Some people do not let die 
temperature bother diem at all. 
Sheri Porter, arts and features 
editor of The Talon said, “I 
love winter. I enjoy walking 
and biking on a trail within a 



mile of my house.” 

On Avila's campus, many stu- 
dents pile into cars togedier for 
a trip to die infamous Suicide 
Hill, a local sledding spot diat is 
said to be extremely fun. 
Another popular event in 
Kansas City is ice skadng at 
Crown Center, located in mid- 
town. 

While outdoor sports like ski- 
ing are not as popular around 
here, indoor sports like basket- 
ball are favored in the winter 
mondis. 

Kari Donnell, a sophomore 
communicadon major, said “I 
love when winter comes, 
because it means basketball 
season is here.” 

Junior Mike Strong, a radiolo- 
gy technology major, said, 
“Winter is when college basket- 
ball comes on television, so I 
stay in my room and watch all 
the games.” 

A popular pastime for many 



Avila students is what diey call 
“get-togethers,” where groups 
of friends gadier at someone’s 
house or room and listen to 
music or watch movies. Aja 
Jackson, a computer science 
major, said “All my friends 
hook up and watch football or 
TV sit-coms on a regular basis." 

Monica Barnes, a sophomore 
pre-med major, said, “I enjoy 
sitting around the fireplace 
watching television and drink- 
ing hot chocolate. I also enjoy 
going to look at Christmas 
lights.” 

As for dorm life, everything 
from snowball fights to video 
game tournaments can certainly 
entertain die warm-natured 
individual. 

There arc many diings dial can 
be done in the cold months 
from going to movies to spend- 
ing dme widi family members 
in die warmdi of your own 
home. 
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Saturday, December 6, 1997 
1:004:30 P.M. 

Dance studio in Lower Marion Center 
Please wear comfortable clothes and dance shoes! I 

For moie information call Christal Williams or Becky Evans at 
(816)942-8400 
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hy LAURA K. HARRIS 

Edilor-in-Chief 

Tis the season to be... sick. The 
end of the year is coming, but 
before we can get to Christmas 
break, Avila’s students must 
cross die dreaded stretch of die 
semester. Finals Week. 

For a lot of students, just die 
mere mention of finals week 
brings on cold sweats and 
chills. No, it is not nerves over 
die tests diey need to take. They 
are coming down widi die bug 
everyone else had but diey 
avoided getting until now. 

“You are going to have some 
stress with finals — everybody 
does. But diere are ways dial 
you can make it better,” Nurse 
Carol Frevert, director of 
Ileal ill and Children Services, 
said. 

Frevert explains dial die rea- 
son many students get sick over 
finals is because of die strain on 
their bodies. But she says diere 
are diings dial can be done to 
help students stay healthy and 



* f 



...mi* 



wise throughout die week. snacks during the day,” Frevert body dot 

Never pull an all-nighter. Even said. Push liquids. Drink plenty some mi 

diough diey may seem to be of water and juice. But do not them wh 

part of the tradition of college, think that keeping your body Come ant 

they hurt more than they help, hydrated means drinking tons resident a 

Frevert said. By the, 

time students get to 
dieir final, they are so 

tired diey often cannot ' . t 

c— or think , 7^ 

time learning. And 

No-doze or odier slim- . J ' . 
j 1 1 h n t s . ^ ' |J ^ S ' ' 

rest. Be aware of what Frevert's shelf is stocked to help students ward off germs. 






body does get sick and has 
some minor symptoms, treat 
them while they are minor. 
Come and see me; I’m here for 
resident and commuter students 

.alike,” Frevert 

said. 

Try and keep 
others from get- 
ling your 8CnTls ' 

hands as often as 
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possible and 
’■‘cover your 

l * 

mouth when you 
sneeze or cough. 
But most impor- 
tandy, do NOT 
■ drink or eat after 
odiers. “If you 
are sharing a bag 



your body needs. If 
you need four hours of sleep, be 
sure to get it. Frevert says it is 
best to try and get six solid 
hours of rest. 

Try and eat regular, balanced 
meals. “If you know you are 
going to snack at night try and 
eat balanced meals and avoid 



Sharing the Spirit of 
the Season 



by BRIAN STUCKEY 

Managing Editor 



Uon, so we just want to reach 
out and let them know diat 
Avila College cares,” Senator 
Brandon Allen said. 

There have been many other 
community service aedvities 
here at Avila through die 
semester. The Resident 
Assistants and the Residence 
Hall AssociaUon sponsored die 
Haunted Tunnels a few days 
before Halloween. Admission 
for the tunnels was 50 cents or a 



The Christmas season is upon Brandon Allen sai 
us, and Avila organizations There have beei 
have caught the spirit of die community servi 

season. Student groups on cam- here at Avila 

pus are reaching out to odiers semester. The 

thniugh a variety of service pro- Assistants and d 

jects this holiday season. Hall AssociaUon ; 

The Avila Ambassadors are Haunted Tunnels 

adopting a local family diis before Halloweer 

Christmas to give diem a help- for the tunnels wa 

ing hand. The members of the can of food. Everydiing 

group are raising funds to received in the activity was 

donate to dieir family. donated to the Don Bosco 

“With the Center. 

holidays " During the holiday The 

rSrS; season, not everyone 

is our duty as is able to enjoy the joy office is 

part of the , fpetiv/itipe nf thp Uk ‘ 

community to TeSlIVIlieS OT Trie ing part in 

help out in any SeaSOFl dlie tO 3 finan- the giving 

rrr: cial burden, so we just “ 

Ambassador want tO reach out and They have 

President Julie | pt t U Pm know that sponsored 

KJutsarits. “As Iei In em KnOW mat „ activities 

Ambassadors, Avila College cares." during die 

we try to help 0 , meal 

3 . 1 -Brandon Allen , 

prospective hours to 

students in raise 

dieir college decisions, and this money and collet 

is a way we can extend our ded- such as a Turkey 

icadon to helping others in the Thanksgiving. 

community.” Marriott Food Si 

The Ambassadors have chosen ed three turkeys. 

diis way to help make Kansas collected and doi 

City a better place this season. food All the moi 

Avila’s Student Senate is received from this 

undertaking a similar venture. to die Don Bosco 

Senate is collecting donations There are man; 

to give to a member of the com- involved with vol 

m unity this Christmas. They are ties in the area, b< 

also holding a fundraiser to Avila’s campus. 

raise more money for the cause. ng to help out can 

“During the holiday season, dons like the Hea 

not everyone is able to enjoy or the United Wa 

the festivities and the joy of the volunteer efforts : 

season due to a financial situa- Avila. 



-Brandon Allen 



money and collect food items, 
such as a Turkey Bowl before 
Thanksgiving. 

Marriott Food Services donat- 
ed three turkeys. Student Life 
collected and donated cans of 
food All the money and food 
received from this activity goes 
to die Don Bosco Center. 

There are many ways to get 
involved with volunteer activi- 
ties in the area, both on and off 
Avila’s campus. People wanti- 
ng to help out can call organiza- 
tions like the Heart of America 
or the United Way, or help get 
volunteer efforts started here at 
Avila. 



of caffeine to keep yourself 
alert. Too much caffeine can 
make a person jittery and 
unable to concentrate, Frevert 
cautions. 

If you follow all these guide- 
lines but still wind up widi a 
bug, catch it early. “If some- 



photo by Brian Stuckey of chips with 

someone, lake a handful of 
chips out of die bag and get 
what you want before you start 
eating. You are putting your 
hand up towards your moudi, 
collecting germs and then 
putting diem back in die bag 
otherwise,” Frevert said. “Keep 



your germs to yourself!” 

Another good habit to start is 
getting up and having some sort 
of physical activity to help bal- 
ance out the activity of your 
brain. Walk around die hall, get 
a partner to walk outside, or 
simply stretch in your chair. 
General stretching can relieve 
the stress in your neck and 
back. 

And one more diought on the 
subject of sleep. “Sometimes 
when you lay down to sleep, it’s 
hard to get your mind to relax 
and you need to help it,” Frevert 
said. She suggests using guided 
imagery; diink of your favorite 
spot and imagine yourself there. 

Eating before a final would be 
an added bonus. “Ealing break- 
fast helps wake your brain up a 
little and give you energy. Even 
diough some people don’t eat 
breakfast, it can really help 
before a final,” Frevert said. 

The last piece of wisdom 
Frevert has to offer? “Know 
your finals schedule and set 
your alarm!” 



A Balanced Awareness 



by TIFFANY 

LEIGH BRATTON 

Opinions Editor 

Society has traditionally 
focused on fragmented realities. 
This practice is reflected in its 
norms. The holistic lifestyle, 
which seeks balance and har- 
mony, attempts to escape die 
limits of narrowed social per- 
spectives. 

Although accepted by many 
physicians and scholars, holism 
is not widely embraced. This 
may be due to current attitudes 
and beliefs in the mass culture. 
The purpose of an education in 
the United States is to teach stu- 
dents how to make a living. “I 
don’t think we place enough 
value on an education,” Sister 
Rudi Stuckel, associate profes- 
sor of philosophy, asserts. “We 
have narrowed our vision so 
much that all we are interested 
in is getting a better job.” 

With die exclusivity of its pur- 
pose, an education has become 
a means for money. This func- 
tion causes a shallow existence. 
Unless they seek deeper mean- 
ing, people may not be able to 
know their fud potential. 

The humanities, which teach 
these depths, arc no longer 
taught by many schools. 

“The humanities — what makes 
us the most human and lifts our 
spirits — is ignored by most peo- 
ple,” Sr. Ruth said. “Students 
are constandy asking them- 
selves, ‘Do I need this to get a 
job?’ After they get their job, 
they usually ask, ‘Is this what 
life’s all about?”’ 

Without a balanced awareness 
of life’s purpose, individuals 
are content to live by external, 
physical realities exclusively. 



This lifestyle leads to what 
Marianne Williamson, audior 
of The Healing of America, 
describes as a “punishing” atti- 
tude. Expecting people to live 
up to unrealistic standards, an 
unbalanced mentality hastens to 
a sense of meaninglessness. 

These behaviors are symptoms 
of a society dial has lost touch 
widi its purpose for being. In 
The Power of Myth, Joseph 
Campbell speaks about internal 
realities: “We’re so engaged in 
doing things to achieve purpos- 
es of outer value dial we forget 
that the inner value, die rapture 
diat is associated widi being 
alive, is what it’s all about.” 
Holistic living validates the 
purposes of all aspects of life, 
especially its deeper inferences 
and realities. Spirituality is 
merged widi ordinary life, lift- 
ing a person to completeness. 
The meaninglessness experi- 
enced by some Americans may 
ultimately be caused by a lack 
of spirituality in dieir lives. 

Steve Ilil'f, instructor of com- 
munication and adviser to The 
Talon, claims diat “Native 
American cultures would find it 
hard to believe that we have 
separated spirituality from our 
lives. Their spirituality was 
based on day-to-day living.” 

Through an awakening initiat- 
ed by holistic living, a person’s 
life is altered. Sr. Rudi 
acknowledges that, “Like con- 
centric circles, holistic living 
radiates from the center of a 
balanced individual into every 
part of their life.” 

The spiritual aspect of holism 
reverberates into every phase of 
life. It is the deepest tenet hi a 
holistic, balanced mentality. 

“Spirituality is about going 



widiin, trusting your spiritual 
impulses, and finding God 
within. 1 think there is a real 
hunger for spirituality, for diis 
deeper way of living, in our 
society,” Sr. Rudi says. 

Once a person’s mental, phys- 
ical and spiritual realities are 
balanced, a new phase of spiri- 
tuality begins. Similar to the 
Native American religious 
beliefs, spirituality’s function is 
fused widi one’s daily life. “The 
tradition of spirituality, and 
religion, is to bring a sense of 
knowing diat you are a creature 
created widi dignity and pur- 
pose into your everyday life,” 
Sister Mary McGlone, assistant 
professor of theology, explains. 

“You need to look at your tal- 
ents and ask what you can give 
to die world. This is part of 
what makes you a whole per- 
son,” she continues. 

With this new awareness, edu- 
cation becomes a process of 
growdi. “It’s the key diat opens 
all doors,” Sr. Mary adds. 

“We condemn people in soci- 
ety if diey arc not successful, 
but we can’t expect diem to be 
successful if we haven’t at least 
lifted them up to die first rung 
of the ladder,” Williamson 
comments. Holism recognizes 
the needs of others, and uses its 
deeper understandings to serve 
those needs. 

Holistic living begins with 
individual balance and ends 
widi social harmony. Through 
its influence, people are guided 
toward new paths of spirituali- 
ty. Rising beyond cultural tides 
of meaninglessness, its function 
is the health and well being of 
the whole person. Its purpose is 
reflected in new social para- 
digms of promise and hope. 



6 The Talon, December 4, 1997 





At first sight, business instructor 
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Bob Gay, with his long white hair 
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JfILr. 


and beard, looks very much like 
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Santa Claus with a pony tail. 
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Spend a little time talking with 


is 
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him and the similarities continue. 
Bob also shares Santa's deep, 




f 

f 


loud, jolly laugh. Add all that to his 
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easy-going personality and sense 
of humor, and Bob Gay is an obvi- 


SKBai 



ous choice for Avila's version of 



Santa Claus. 



Nurse Carol really seems to fit the role of 
Santa's kind, dedicated wife, Mrs. Claus. She 
is the first to help out in any situation, and it 
doesn’t take much imagination to picture her 
handing cookies and hot chocolate to Santa 
and his elves or giving sugar lumps to the 
reindeer. Her roles at Avila would be reason- 
able carry-overs from Mrs. Claus' holiday 
duties. Nurse Carol would be right at home 
helping the elves who hurt themselves in the 
workshop and the reindeer that came home 
with a cold after a long night. 




Brothers Andy and Sohois 
Khiev have teamed up to 
carry the winter's heavy 
load. This speedy tandem 
did not come straight from 
the North Pole, but the 
North Kansas City area 
instead. Their quickness 
will not only assist Santa 
and his little elves this jolly 
season, but Coach Huber 
Sr. and his squad out on 
the baseball diamond. 





Freshman Erin 
Shelton, from the 
theater program, 
has brought a 
sense of sweet- 
ness to Avila this 
season. Her smile 
spreads W'armth 
across the cam- 
pus, and draws in 
numerous takers — 
especially those of 
the opposite gen- 
der. 




Cupid is someone who is 
always in love and flirtatious. 
Avila's own cupid is none 
other than Chad Lewis. 
Lewis's charm has overcome 
many woman and made him 
known as "the shepherd." 
Lewis came to Avila from 
Marysville two years ago 
when he received a basketball 
scholarship. So watch out 
women, because cupid is on 
the loose. 





Wise One 
Jay Theis 



This professor of political sci- 
ence knows a lot about every- 
thing, and is eager to share it. 
His dry sense of humor has 
gotten him called something 
wise of other sorts. His tests 
are enough to stretch the mind 
of the brightest student and he 
expects his students to learn 
on their own. Theis was even 
named Man of the Year by the 
Missouri West Conference 
United Methodist Men at their 
annual retreat in Warrensburg. 




Wise One 
Carolyn Coon 



The number of people that go 
into wise woman Carolyn 
Coon's office everyday is high. 
Her emotional and academic 
levels are so high that almost 
everyone feels they can talk to 
her. Carolyn also received her 
Ph.D. this year, but we at Avila 
have basked in the glow of her 
wisdom for quite some time 
now. We knew how wise she 
was without those three let- 
ters after her name. 




Wise One 
Wendy Acker 



Wendy is the director of the MBA 
program at Avila, and a business 
professor. Her classes are filled with 
knowledge, but humor as well. 
Wendy likes to make the class inter- 
esting and solicit her students 
thoughts and opinions. But what 
makes her worthy of the title of 
"Wiseperson" is her teaching style. 
Although she is a brilliant woman, 
she never makes her students feel 
stupid or dumb. She works to teach 
on the level of everyone. 
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very time a bell rings, 
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Angel 



gets Us wings 



It has long been said that Sr. 
Ellen has a direct line to God. 
But what matters most is 
she has a direct line to our 
hearts. This tiny nun with a 
halo of white hair walks tire- 
lessly around campus with a 
kind word, smile and hug for 
each student. Anyone that 
knows her can attest to the 
fact that angel doesn't even 
begin to describe how won- 
derful she is. We love you Sr. 
Ellen, and thank you for being 
you. 
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Anoel 
Sr. Ann 



Go to an athletic game, 
and there she waits to 
inspire our teams and give 
a taste of God's Wrath to 
referees slightly less than 
ethical. Although she may 
be the patron angel of 
sports, her love does not 
stop there. She cheerfully 
greets every student and 
spreads a little sprinkling 
of angel dust on everyone 
she comes in contact 
with. 




Forget about the long, 
hard hours he puts in help- 
ing communication stu- 
dents realize their dreams. 
Forget about the words of 
advice, encouragement 
and enthusiasm he has for 
any student project. This 
special angel takes his 
love and devotion across 
the border each January, 
building houses in Mexico 
for less fortunate families. 
And Avila thanks him for 
sharinq his warmth with 
all. 





This freshman has cer- 
tainly made her presence 
known on the soccer 
team! Her ability to move 
down the field tirelessly 
made her Santa's number 
one choice to help pull 
the sleigh. And just like 
on the soccer field, her 
inspiring attitude will cer- 
tainly help the reindeer on 
their long- journey. 



This senior Psychology 
major is the proud captain 
of Avila's Dance Team. 
And if she is performing or 
simply bopping around 
campus, her enthusiasm 
and rhythm are easy to 
see. Santa was eager for 
Mindy to join his team 
because she can lend a 
sense of flow to their flight. 




Tim Colem, 



He was a Resident Assistant 
in need of a change. He decid- 
ed he wanted out but he was- 
n't about to quit. Our very 
own Tim Coleman is Avila's 
Blitzen. Why does he get this 
title? Instead of quitting his 
RA job, Coleman drank his 
way out of it. While on duty, 
Coleman got drunk and got 
himself fired from the job. For 
that effort Tim Coleman is 
Avila's Blitzen. 




nan 



Olga has earned the title of 
Donner because of the 
immaculate way she takes 
care of herself. This inter- 
national student can don 
herself up for any occa- 
sion! Santa was ecstatic to 
have her, because her 
unique outfits and arrest- 
ing features will certainly 
lend the style and pizzazz 
needed to be a part of the 
sleigh. 




Nobody said that being a leader was 
easy, just ask Rudolph. However, 
one man stands out at Avila College 
for his leadership. That man is Jim 
Huber Jr. Huber graduated from 
Avila College and worked his way 
through the Athletic Department to 
become Assistant Athletic Director. 
He also leads the men's basketball 
team as their head coach. Huber is 
respected among his colleagues and 
athletes. Every team needs a leader 
and Jim Huber Jr. leads Avila 






Art & Design by Laura K. Harris and Jessica Brice 
Photos by Brian Stuckey 

Stories written by Laura K Harris, Brian Stuckey, Kari Donnell, 
Amanda Nedrud and Robin Smith 




The Grinch 
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Is this a surprise to any- 
one? It's not easy to miss 
the handyman with the 
gruff exterior who grabs 
any opportunity to prove, 
once and for all, he's a 
rouch, grinch or grump, 
ut just as the Grinch's 
heart grew three times 
that day, so does Art’s 
when there is a student in 
need. He may try and con- 
vince us that he is truly 
the Grumpy Grinch, but 
we all know he's the Lov- 
ing Grinch. 
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Matter of time 



by JOY JACOBS 

Sports Editor 

The Avila Men’s Basketball 
team began the season with a 
slow start. The Eagles dropped 
their two opening games to 
Benedietine College and 
Ottawa University. The men on 
die team feel that it is a matter 
of time before everything will 
fall into place, and they will 
start to gel as a team. 

Junior forward Chad Lewis is 
highly optimistic about the sea- 
son, and where they tire right 
now as a team. “We tire playing 
well individually and as a leant, 
but we all need to step up and 
come together as a team 
because we got talent that is 
overflowing.” 

But practice makes perfect, 
and first year coach Jim Huber 
Jr. believes in his boys and 
feels that they tire a bit incon- 
sistent at this time in the sea- 
son. “They just need to start 
taking die initiative, and start 
trusting diemsclves and their 
teammates. We also need to 
have control over ourselves in 
die game,” Huber said. 

Huber slated it has been a bit 
frustrating for die team due to 
die fael diat Uiey have four of 
dieir eight top players cither 
ineligible or injured. “It is 



going to be tough die first half 
due to die fact diat Terell Tign- 
er, one of our top players, is 
possibly out for the remainder 
of die season widi an injury, 
and die odier men, George Mal- 
lon, Jesse Nichols and Bob 
Turner arc not eligible until 
January.” 

Senior forward Shane Sands 
agrees with Lewis and Huber. 
“We need a bit more of adversi- 
ty, and widi dmc everydiing 
will fall into place. Every team 
has dieir ups and downs, but we 
till know what we have to do to 
have a successful season,” 
Sands said. 

The Eagles home opener was 
on Dec. 1 against Benedictine 
College, and while dicy hoped 
to avenge die lost suffered in 
die second game this year, diey 
were unsucessful. 

The Eagles are hoping for a 
big turn out during die regular 
season widi die support of die 
student body. “We really need 
all die support we can get from 
die students. When they are 
into die game, dien it makes us 
10 times more pumped up and 
the adrenaline rush is flowing 
throughout die gym," Sands 
said. 



Chiefs Live Up 
To Challenge 



by BRAl) QUICK . 

Staff Writer 

“Focus, finish!” No two words 
could mean more at high noon 
on a blustery Sunday at Arrow- 
head Stadium. Yep, no two 
words could mean more except 
for maybe “Chiefs Win, Chiefs 
Win!” That’s right, diese new 
Chiefs tire defi- 
nitely winners. 

In my premier 
sports column, 

I’ll take you on a 
ride from die dis- 
mal days of 4-12 
to the present 
days of 12-4, and 
die future Super 
Bowl trophies 
dial will land in 
Kansas City. 

Ahh, die early 80s, when a few 
of us first came in contact with 
die Kansas City Chefs ((XIPS- 
!'m sorry I mean Chiefs). 
Those Chiefs sure were a sight 
to see, widi die likes of Bill 
Kenney, Todd Blaekledgc, and 
hometown favorite Steve Pel- 
luer. True fans suffered through 
several lackluster years of los- 
ing records and busted draft 
choices widi bags over our 



heads. 

Then Carl Peterson was hired 
as President and General Man- 
ager, which possibly could go 
down as die greatest day in 
Kansas City history. Soon after 
came die announcement of die 
hiring of ex-Cleveland Brown’s 
coach Marty Schottenheimer. 
Along widi diese two football 
wizards came 
future draft 
choices like Neil 
“soon will be 
back widi the 
Chiefs” Smith 
fi and Derrick 
Thomas. The 
setup for die 
turnaround was 
complete. 

From dierc, 
your Kansas 
City Chiefs decided to ratde off 
eight straight winning seasons 
and seven consecutive playoff 
appearances. They made it to 
die AFC championship game in 
1993. The high point and die 
low points of die decade were 
die season of 1995. An NFL 
best 13-3 record and home field 
advantage were contributors to 
a can’t miss Super Bowl ring. 



right? Well, an Indianapolis 
Colts team strolled into town 
widi God and every odier high 
powered big-wig backing them 
up. A first round playoff loss 
(to a team that is presently the 
worst in die world) followed. 
Devastated, the depressed 
Chiefs went into a coma for die 
entire 1996 campaign. 

“Elvis lives, Elvis lives!" The 
signing of Elvis Grbac (who, 
by die way, would kill Bono in 
a fistfight) and Andre “Spider- 
man” Rison have brought die 
Chiefs new life. Forget Der- 
rick’s injury and Elvis’ broken 
collarbone; the new- look 
Chiefs are in die hunt. Kansas 
City, drop everydiing and pay 
attention to these Chiefs, 
because diey might ratde off 
six or seven Super Bowl 
appearances. Okay, so I’m 
going a little overboard (they 
will only make it to diree or 
four). 

Now is die time to stand up 
and defend these Chiefs, 
because they ;ue playing for 
pride, diey are playing for die 
fans and for die first time since 
1969, diey will be playing for a 
Super Bowl trophy. 



George Mallon gets ready 
for a rebound during a 
scrimmage. The Men's 
Basketball Team is looking 
forward to a great year 
because of the talent and 
leadership of returning play- 
ers. 

photo by Brian Stucke\ 






Left: The men's basketball 
team gives it everything 
they have at practice. 



photos by Brian Stuckey 



Bottom Right: Jessica 
Pankey hopes to rebound 
Amy Hamm's shot. The 
team has perfected their 
sport through countless 
hours of practice and scrim- 



mages. 
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subs and pastas 



9067 Metcalf 
Overland Park, KS 
341-2368 



Good food that makes good sense" 
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by AMANDA NEDRUD 



Staff Writer 



The Avila Lady Eagles basket- 
ball team opened up their 1997- 
98 season by defeating Park 
College 94-76. This victory 
brings their overall record to 5- 



Huber did a tremendous job of 
giving every detail about the 
basketball program and the 
school itself.” 

But Sands’ glory was going to 
be put on hold, for another 
nightmare was awaiting him. 
Sands suffered another injury, 
this time tearing three crucial 
ligaments in his ankle dial kept 
him out for the remainder of 
tlie season. 

It is a liew year, a fresh start 
and a new, improved and 
healdiy Sands. 

Sands has many expectations 
of himself this year. “1 expect 
myself to step and take the ini- 
tiative as being a leader for the 
team. I feel that by playing my 
hardest and contributing with a 
positive attitude will reflect 
among the younger players,” 
Sands said. 
Sands con- 

oach Huber did a siders him- 

imprcnMMj tremendous job of giving ‘““.Z 
player while every detail about the that loves to 

ITulZ basketbal > Pmg 13111 Z* He 

H i g h the school itself.” game of 

School. basketball 

Alter gradu- and the 

ation, he continued his basket- nature that it has to oiler the 
ball career at Mount San Anto- players, 
nio Junior College, where he Sands feels it is very impor- 
received awards as the Sopho- tant for athletes to discipline 
more Dedication Basketball themselves and make time foi 
Award and was placed on the their academics as well. 

Dean’s List. But the nightmare He serves as one of the resi- 
began at Mount San Antonio dent assistants, is majoring in 
where Sands suffered an injury sociology and will be graduat- 
to his knee. ing in May. 

After his injury, Sands decid- He plans on moving back it 
ed to take a break from basket- California and getting a job. Ht 
ball and live the normal life of wants to go to graduate schoo 
a college student. He was then mid emphasize in Educationa 
encouraged to get back Advising, 
involved with basketball by his Sands says dial he will mis: 
junior college coach. basketball once he graduate: 

Sands came to Avila because because he feels Coach I lube 
his junior college coach was * las l;l ^ cn iniin y positive step 
from die Midwest, and knew t0 lum lhc P ro B ram 
coach Jim Huber, Jr. from last year 

. . 1 admire him very much, hi 

He liked the atmosphere and . , , , 

, . , , makes me want to become ai 

environment diat it had to cven better player ” Sands said 
oiler. He chose Avila over a p u i w | ull w ju m j sse< j Ilex 
variety of schools in die Mis- y Car j„ Avila’s basketball pro 
souri- Kansas region. gram is die strength and brav 

“1 liked what it had to offer ery diat Sands lias in his hear 
me," Sands said. “Coach and for the game of basketball 



by JOY JACOBS 



Leading die Eagles was Lind- 
say Thompson with 17 points, 
Jessica Pankey widi 16, Kelly 
VanReeson with 14, and Kari 
Donnell widi 8. Kelly Schnepp 
and Pankcy bodi pulled down 
10 rebounds. 



1 hope it is a 
forecast of 
things to 



come in the 
future. 



Kan Donnell 



“It was an exciting shirt to our 
season,” Donnell said. “I hope 
it is a forecast of things to come 
in die future.” 

“Our team effort was really 
great. We were really positive 
going into die game and it 
showed,” Krisu Clore said. 
“Hopefully this game will show 
us our strengths and our mis- 
takes and we can improve.” 

The Eagles have been practic- 
ing all summer and fall for the 
upcoming season. 

During this dmc the ladies 
have voted on three captains; 
diey are senior Delaina Renfro, 
senior Sherri Miller, and sopho- 
more Kari Donnell. 

They also have been scrim- 
maging and conditioning to get 



Kari Donnell goes up for a three point shot at practice 



photo by Brian Stuckey 



give us more of an incenuve to 
beat them again.” 

The Eagles hope to conunue 
their winning ways when they 
go to Graceland College on 
Dec. 9 and come back home to 
take on Harris-Stowe Dec. 13. 
They are hoping for the strong 
support of the student body. 



ready for Park College. 

“They are a team we wanted to 
beat because they are very 
aggressive and tough,” Renfro 
said. “We play them one more 
time and that will be an even 
tougher game because all their 
players will be back. This will 



Top Left: Practice 
appears to be going 
well for the Men's 
Basketball Team. 



PART-TIME NANNY 

wanted for my five adorable children ages 1- 
10. Must be enthusiastic and responsible. 
Duties include laundry, light housekeeping 
and driving. A minimum of 20-25 hours per 
week, must be available at noon on Fridays. 
Reliable transportation and three references 
required. Call Karen at 722-6698 before 5:00 
p.m. 



Bottom Right: 
Focusing on the fun- 
damentals is always 
important. The 
Men's Basketball 
Team brushes up on 
their free throws. 

photo by Brian Stuckey 
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Reflections from tke Editor 
Making that Christmas List 



hy LAURA K. HARRIS 

Edilor-in-Chief 

The other day I sat down and 
began writing my Christmas 
list. I need to buy for Mom, 
Grandma, Donald, Granny, 
Dad... No, take that back. 

Dad’s not here anymore. But 1 
had already written “Dad.” 
What should I do? The sym- 
bolism of scratching out his 
name, or, worse yet, erasing it 
was too much. And so I solved 
the problem my own way. 

I burst into tears. 

Yes, the holidays are here 
again and I don’t know if lliat 
is a gcxxl diing this year or not. 
My family and I are set on pre- 
tending Unit everything is as it 
should be. It’s as though none 
of us want to admit that Dad is 
gone, so we pretend he is in 
die next nxun or out of town 
on business. But he is not. 

I wonder how odiers do diis. 
Everyone says die first year is 
the hardest and I believe it. But 
at the same time. I’m tired of 
everydiing being hard. The 
cancer was hard. Radiation and 
chemodierapy were vicious. 
The ICU and ventilator were 
difficult, die wake painful, die 
funeral tough... I’m running 
low on adjectives here. It all 
hurt. And diis year, die thought 
of die “joyful season” worries 
me more than finals, more dian 
driving on ice, more than my 
Communication Theory 
research proposal. Everydiing 
else seems like a cakewalk. 

And everydiing else is. 
Because as tiresome and 
tedious as everydiing may be, 
it doesn’t make my insides 
ache as though my heart is 
beginning to cry. 1 am sure dial 
diis Christmas will be a learn- 
ing experience for me and I 
will grew from it, but 1 am 
sure I echo the thoughts of 
many odiers missing dieir 
loved ones when I say I am 
fired of growing. So what if 1 
could be a better person; right 



now I’d real- 

ly just like to 
M *6* have my Dad 
«« back as we 
raj? open presents 

Christmas 

r 

morning. 

For every- 
one who 

_ 1 Iknows how I 

feel, I wish you a healing holi- 
day season. I hope this year is 
easier for you, and die coming 
years even better. I hope you 
can only remember happy 
memories without being sad. 
And although the concept of 
heaven does not mesh widi die 
beliefs of all, I hope you are 
able to realize your loved one 
is truly in a better place. 

There’s no other way to think 
of it. I know that my dad has 
gone to a better place. He is 
where he docs not have to put 
up widi annoying half, step or 
distant relatives. He doesn’t 
have to listen to my little 
cousins cry and whine. He 
doesn’t have to watch my 
mother and I snip at one anoth- 
er diis year as die stress of die 
season descends. He will final- 
ly see us getting along as he 
hoped we would. 

And I believe dial lie is not 
alone. His father is widi him, 
and he is putting die decals on 
a Barbie car for a child widiout 
parents, or putting togedier a 
kitchen set, assembling a 
bike... doing all die diings he 
vehemendy declared he haled 
to do but was heartbroken 
when Donald and I were too 
old for him to do it. 

1 invite everyone missing a 
loved one to imagine dieir 
Christmas this way — widi 
dieir loved one watching and 
loving diem from afar. 
Believing and trusdng my dad 
is in a better place, watching 
over me, is the only way I can 
deal widi his deadi. Because 
although I miss him and 
always will, missing and l'or- 
getdng are two different things. 



Opinion 



In My Humble Opinion 

Continuing the Point of Explaining 



by TIM COLEMAN 

Regular Columnist 

The cornerstone of any crid- 
cal thinking endeavor is die 
definidon of all terms and 
meanings. In diis process, die 
words and concepts of each 
individual arc described to all 
the other individuals. 

A common and agreed upon 
set of terms are used so as to 
limit the confusion, distortion, 
or misunderstanding dial 
comes from different usages of 
simple words and phrases. In 
this way, the focus of the dis- 
cussion remains on die content 
and meaning, instead of base- 
less assumptions into what is 
meant by dial word or what is 
the context from which that 
person speaks. This allows 
people to explore and compare 
dieir ideas. 

The idea sounds great, but its 
limited scope leaves die chasm 
of human interacdon 
untouched. 1 feel and think and 
live and I start to write it down 
only dien realizing dial you 
were not diere when I was feel- 
ing, thinking, and living. At 
best you have had chance 
encounters with die exact cir- 
cumstances of someone clsc’s 
life. 

You do not know what odiers 
think. Instead you think for 
them, assign that thought 
process to diem, and dien won- 
der aloud die difficulty of rela- 
tions these days. 

In wridng my opinion I want 
to share not only die words but 
their origin. The aspects of a 
life dial are super personal, a 
value dial limits die ability to 
understand to die originator’s 
mind. To follow my opinion I 
offer a sampling of my life to 
you, a context for a humble 
opinion. 

He had logically embraced 
the intrinsic value of experi- 
ences - allowing the absolute, 



In the Spirit of Diversity 



by TIFFANY LEIGH 
BRATTON 

Opinions Editor 

Our lives are threads in a 
great tapestry; we are all 
unique components of 
humankind. As individuals, 
each of us have special talents, 
abilities, beliefs and dreams. 
This diversity brings hope and 
possibility into the world. But 
instead of viewing our differ- 
ences as a blessing, some peo- 
ple think of it as a liability. For 
millennia, humanity has 
focused on our sameness. 
Banding together with those 
perceived to he similar, soci- 
eties have fought to win the 
coveted position labeled “supe- 
rior.” Instead of sharing their 
wondrous, God-given gifts, 
cultures and individuals have 
hoarded their abilities, denying 
themselves and odiers the mag- 
nificent potentialities of the 
human spirit, 

Beyond societal norms, 



superstitions 
and ideals, 
one truth 
continuously 
persists: 
there is mere 
to us than 
the circorn- 
; lances 
through 
which we live. In actuality, 
each of us has two separate 
identities; a public facade and a 
private soul. Traditionally, 
humanity has focused on the 
exterior mask, using it as a 
basis for all our judgments and 
beliefs. That spark within our- 
selves, the essence which lies 
beneath the obvious, is rarely 
considered. We are constantly 
placing demands on ourselves 
{and odiers) to become societal 
clones, to allow popular per- 
ceptions to determine our 
behavior. We are like children 
playing dress-up, pretending to 



be someone we are not. Our 
talents and abilities are 
rationed out, proportionate 
with the current game. The pri- 
mary rule in our play-acting is 
not to reveal who we really 
are. 

This means that we must 
deny each other the privilege 
of being unique. Instead of 
respecting our diversity, and 
maturely accepting ourselves 
as we arc, we sometimes con- 
tinue this game throughout our 
lives. Our mask can be made 
heavier by the fantasized worth 
of our jobs and possessions. 
Our souls are what remain 
unchanged by tire process, for- 
ever begging us to remember 
our true identity, The moment 
we acknowledge the soul’s 
reality, a sacred quest begins, 
God's mysterious promises are 
finally allowed to manifest. 
And in the world’s taj>cstry, 
our colorful contributions are 



unfathomable end of the jour- 
ney to humble him. And being 
so fix; used on feeling and 
dunking he dismissed die 
superficial comfort of vague, 
static sfimuli. His gaze of 
mind perceived the depdi and 
intensity with which he 
approached his world, though 
he possessed insufficient abili- 
ty to enunciate himself in some 
vague quantifying sounds. 

He simply searched, allowing 
his imagination to lose him 
several dmes when it seemed 
commonly appropriate. The 
passing of life, a mixture of 
maddening cmpadiy and res- 
onating energy, contained vast 
points of interest for considera- 
tion. 

1 go as my life Hows, antici- 
pating and acting on die coinci- 
dences as they come. This 
night a mass of people in my 
world arc gadicring to influ- 
ence and express. 

They have their scribblings 
and their scratchings and each 
of diem offers a bolde of red 
wine to die union of die group 
upon arrival. I myself have 
purposefully brought nodiing 
of my own to read. Intending 
to instead listen, voluntarily 
accepting die posidon of a 
pupil. The music playing per- 
meates our lives like it does die 
room and we dace our lineage 
in lyrics. 

The sounds arc completely 
relevant to me, the emotions 
my own. 1 hear a common 
man’s song of his blue eyed 
son and the message rolls 
through me; “1 will know my 



(song well 
mi a before I start 

stop, he per- 
be he who 

has stalled.” My messiah 
murmers on and I absorb, hut 
time is soon given to die others 
assembled in the room. 

That night diey burned until 
they were spent. The poets, 
writers, musicians, and artists 
diat arc die common man of 
my common day know no 
oilier way. Their potent emo- 
tions are part of turmoil they 
convey. Weeks later, Paul and 
Art are doing a dandy about 
“patterns that can scarcely be 
condollcd” and we follow the 
pace precisely. I am lying on 
die five dollar sofa listening to 
a friend describe a dream, feel- 
ing her intent as she recalls 
what she learned in her sleep. 

She whispers and her eyes 
began to pummel the slope of 
her cheeks widi tears. The 
addidon of this new crushing 
weight of sadness presses me 
just a litde deeper into die 
cushions. I tell her I understand 
and “I do declare there were 
dmes when I was so lonesome 
I took some comfort there.” 

We keep wanting to see the 
abyss as a delusion, an avoid- 
able conclusion. 

I tun wridng and you reading, 
but what are you looking at? 
What do you see? Tell me. 
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by BRIAN STUCK EY 



Managing Editor 



Allliough many arc relieved to 
see the end of die semester, The 
Talon staff will suffer a major 
loss. Rebecca Rand, production 
assistant, 

and Ivanna ■> 

d'l , 'll 

member of IRebecca Rand will 
die staff for ^®T 1 '®, se 7 K , 

three years 

now. Her devotion to die paper 
has been tireless, and she has 
always welcomed the challenge 
and excitement. 

“This was my first year on pro- 
duction and Rebecca was won- 
derful. She has always been 
helpful and definitely keeps die 
tone light and relaxed,” Jessica 
Brice, production manager, 
said. 

“Rebecca has been a true Gixi- 
send. Without her, I would not 
have had a clue. She brings a 
cheeiful persona and a wealtli 
of knowledge to die staff. I will 
miss her sorely next semester,” 
Laura Harris, editor-in-chief, 



photos by Brian Stuckey 



The Indigo Girls took center 
stage at CMSU on Nov. 23 
Crowds were ecstatic at 
their show. 



Day One-Umoja means unity 
Day Two-Kujichagulia means self-determination 
Day Three-Ujima means working together 
Day Four-Ujamaa means supporting each other 
Day Five-Nia means purpose 
Day Six-Kuumba means creativity 
Day Seven-lmani means faith, especially faith in ourselves 



ATTENTION ALL STUDENTS! 

Please stop by the Financial Aid Table, in front of the 
Cafeteria, on cither Wednesday, Dec. 10 or Thursday, 
Dec. 1 1 , from 1 1 :45 a.m.- 1 : 1 5 p.m. to pick up your 
Financial Aid Packets for the 1998-99 school year. 
Enter our drawing to win Winnie the Pooh! Make it a 
point to apply early for next year’s financial aid. Give 
us a chance to “Show you the money, honey!” 



MW 


W 


MW 


M 


:40 p.m.F 


M 


T/TH 


TU 


i a.m. T/TH 


TU 


:15p.m. T/TH 


TH 


i. T/TH 


TU 


p.m. T/TH 


TH 


i. T/TH 


TH 


0 p.m. TU 


TU 


i. W 


W 


i. TH 


TH 


1. M 


M 


i. TU 


TU 


i. W 


W 


i. TH 


TH 



■ Vl'i , "< 




S 












1 


jK 


II 




SI 




ipSI 














The Talon, December 4, 1997 



* 



a little mislead 

by SHERI C.. PORTER 

Features Editor 

If the timeless music of com- 
poser Irving Berlin raises your 
spirits and sets your toes to tap- 
ping, the American Heartland 
Theatre has a show for you. 
Irving Berlin’s Christmas At 
the Rilz premiered at this cozy 
Crown Center theater on 
Halloween night. The show 
runs through the busy holiday 
season, closing on Jan. 4, 1998. 

If your taste runs to musicals 
in the strict sense of the word, 
as in a show with plot, dialogue 
and character development, this 
show could be a letdown. The 
production, under tire direction 
of Michael Vodde, is practical- 
ly till music. Set up in two acts 
with an intermission in 
between, the show consists of 
dozens of Berlin’s songs, 
grouped under headings like 
chapters in a book. The familiar 
tunes got the most applause. 
Unfortunately, there were a few 
too many unfamiliar songs to 
keep Lire audience on a high. 

My favorite was die third set 
of the first half, entitled “Count 
Your Blessings” which includ- 
ed “Happy Holidays” and 
“Count your Blessings.” As a 
Bing Crosby fan, I appreciated 
singer James Andrew Wright’s 



ny 

nod to the star, as he blatantly 
attempted to “ba ba ba boom” 
like die crooner himself. 

The audience enjoyed set six 
of Act I, “Putting’ on the 
Ritz” — the five songs high- 




lighted in this segment are bodi 
familiar and lively. 

Do not get me wrong. The 
vocalists arc skilled perform- 
ers. Karen Errington, Heidi 
Gutknecht, Alison Snccgas, 
Brian Miller and James Wright 
bring Berlin’s lyrics alive. 
These five exhibit broad musi- 
cal talent, widi a bit of acting 
sprinkled in. They also handle 
die simple dance routines in 
style. 




Each show segment is set up 
widi a lew minor prop and cos- 
tume changes. For die sequence 
“Manhattan Madness,” die per- 
formers don overcoats, top hats 
and take up canes and shopping 
bags to set the scene in a 
Manhattan Christmas rush. 

You cannot miss the 
Christmas at the Ritz Band. The 
first five segments of the show 
are accompanied solely by a 
grand piano, under the nimble 
fingers of Conductor/Pianist 
Jonatlian Cole. At die end of 
Act I, a musical ensemble 
emerges. The trumpet, clarinet, 
bass fiddle and percussionist 
add zip ;md flavor to die rest of 
die show. 

The Cuban/Heat Wave seg- 
ment opens up die second sec- 
tion of Act II. Percussionist 
Ken Remmcrt takes center 
stage, sweating over his bongo 
drums. 

The music is good, die d;uic- 
ing is good, die acting is good. I 
hope audiences attending in 
weeks closer to Christmas arc 
not disappointed by die limited 
selection of holiday songs. The 
show fide might be a bit mis- 
leading to real Christmas fans. 

Irving Berlin's Christmas at 
the Rilz, at the American 
Heartland Theatre in Crown 
Center, runs dirough Jan. 4. 
Tickets $17.50 to $25.50. Call 
842-9999 for inl'ormadon. 



Broadway Babies 
Kate Lynn Egan, 
Reba Jones, Sara 
Kovich, Megan 
Thurman, and 
Michelle Lorhan 
prepare for the big 
night. Broadway 
Babies was held in 
November on the 
Goppert Stage. 

photo by Brian Stuckey 



by Rebecca Rand 

The following should be read for entertainment value only. No truth is forecasted. The stars repre- 
sent ratings for the. month, with A A A A A representing a superior month. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21) A A A A A Road blocks magically turn to pebbles in your path. 
Take full advantage of diis windfall. Consider what working ahead could do for you in die future. 
Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) k k k k You tire on top of the world. Reach out for a partner and do 
somediing diat is important to die both of you. Your random acts of kindness do not go unnodeed. 
Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18) k k k Your creadvity is high, aldiougli a misunderstanding could lead 
to financial troubles down die road. Be caudous not to over-extend yourself. 

Pisces (Feb. 19 - Mar. 20) k k k A- Let the sun shine in. Don’t become overwhelmed widi the obvi- 
ous. Everydiing will be O.K. You are a survivor. Good fortune will come your way around the 15di. 
Aries (Mar. 21 - Apr. 19) k k Your stars are in alignment for a roller coaster month. Hang on for 
die ride. Consider motives of diose around you. Those who are sincere don’t ride die fence. 

Taurus (Apr. 20 - May 20) A k k k k Enjoy the season. Place yourself in die center of it all. 

Your zest for life attracts odiers. Romance is in die air for you around the end of the month. 

Gemini (May 21 - June 20) k Eliminate die red tape from your day-to-day life. Your feeling of being 
overwhelmed could stem from diis. Conunue die low-key relaxed pace. 

Cancer (June 21 - July 22) A- k k k Make lime for a project or friend dial means a lot to you. 

Your insdnets are right on track. 

Leo (July 23 - Aug. 22) k k You are one of the most tolerant beings on earth — when others agree 
widi your point of view. Try seeing die odier side of the mountain. Reach out for anodicr who is close 
and start up talks. 

Virgo (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22) A k k Surf the waves of acceptance, starring with yourself. Don’t under- 
esdmate 'die power of kindness. People appreciate your gestures more dian you realize. 

Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct. 22) A- k Career is a major preoccupadon for you diis month. Concentrate on 
building a strong foundation. A soft touch gets you a lot further dian the hard sell. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21) A- A- A A Look toward new horizons widi excitement. Those who count 
will be there for you. Don’t be pressured by die pace of life. Good diings come to diose who wait. 





Mad City 

presents a powerful message 



by LORI GIBSON 

Staff Writer 

I never 
realized tele- 
vision news 
reporters 
could double 
as psycholo- 
gists. In die 
newly 
released 
movie. Mad 
City, they demonstrate dieir 
ability to manipulate the human 
mind. Mad City opens up die 
eyes of what die media sees as 
a naive public. In the wake of 
die Princess Di tragedy and die 
O.J. Simpson media circus, diis 
film stands for something very 
important. Just how gullible is 
die public when it comes to 
television news? 

Dustin Hoffman plays Max 
Brackett, a veteran news 
reporter trying to rebuild his 
career at a suburban television 
station. He dreams of die big 
story dial will bring him back 
to die big city as a reporter. He 
was fired from his big network 
job for being too ediical. 
Hoffman stumbles onto the 
“big” story when he finds him- 
self being held hostage along 



widi a group of school children 
and a museum director. 

John Travolta does an excel- 
lent job portraying die puslied- 
ovcr-thc-deep-end abductor. 
Hoffman manipulates Travolta 
in order to stretch out die story 
and make it bigger. Travolta is 
a good guy making a big mis- 
take. Hoffman is a blood- 
diirsty reporter looking for his 
big break. 

The irony of die movie rests 
widi an intern at the news sta- 
tion named Lori. At the begin- 
ning of die movie Lori is an 
innocent, young girl doing 
what she can to help out and 
make gotxl news. As the movie 
progresses we see her sliding 
towards die role of just getting 
die story regardless of what it 
takes. Towards the end, Lori 
edits quotes out of context to 
angle die story how she wants 
it to be, making her just as 
heartless as die rest of diem. 

Mad City reveals a world dull 
is not pretty, but needs to be 
known by die public. 1 have 
worked in television news 
myself and can honestly say 
diis movie is not too far off die 
mark. Mad City gets a little bit 
long at dines, but die aedng is 
wonderful and die message is 
powerful. 




by BRAD QUICK 

Staff Writer 

Forget 
mad, this 

“city” is just 
plain insane! 

Costa- 
G a v r a s 
directs Mad 
City, a 
movie dial 
makes 
points with grim intensity, and 
secs nothing funny at all about 
television’s scramble to make 
high-rating news out of the 
wimpiest facts. 

In the movie, John Travolta 
plays a bloated and not-loo- 
bright security guard named 
Sam Bailey. 

As the stoiy unfolds, Bailey’s 
job as a museum guard is elim- 
inated. 

He decides to load up an old 
shotgun, himself widi bags of 
dynamite and take back his 
post, just as his ex-boss is 
escorting a group dirough the 
museum. 

Ah, hut in the men’s room 
just happens to be a rccendy 
demoted reporter sdll wired for 
broadcast. The reporter, Max 
Brackett, played by Dustin 




Hoffman (in his first great role 
since Rain Man), hears a gun 
go off and realizes wliat is hap- 
pening. Max dien realizes he 
has a hostage situation, huge 
radngs and a great chance to 
win his posidon back. He 
inserts himself into die story, 
intensifying die standoff in 
order to make better television. 
And... action. 

The performances of Travolta 
and Hoffman are so fluid and 
togcdier diat Mad City gener- 
ates a lot of energy. However, 
die script staggers a bit with 
common lines like “This is 
America” and “No one cares 
about me.” The terrorist’s 
repeddve cries for help gel 
annoying after a while. We 
have seen diis type of action far 
loo many times on die big 
screen. 

The director has tackled an 
almost overwhelming subject. 

Even though diere arc some 
litde mistakes (dial could be 
overlooked by the average 
viewer), Mad City uses phe- 
nomenal performances by 
Travolta and Hoffman to pro- 
duce a really intense movie. 
This picture is clearly worth die 
going deket price and cams a 
mad thumbs up. 




